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of the goddess by sacrificing his daughter Iphigenia on her altar.
At the fatal moment Artemis rescued the victim, and, after
substituting a hind in her stead, conveyed Iphigenia to Tauris,
where she became a priestess in the temple of the goddess.
The fleet now sailed with a fair wind. The expedition first
stopped at Tenedos, opposite the coast of Troy. Here, on the
occasion of a banquet, Philoctetes, who possessed the bow and
arrows of Heracles on which the conquest of Troy depended,
was bitten in the foot by a serpent, and on account of his cries
and the offensive smell of the wound was carried to Lemnos,
and there left to his fate. The Greeks next effected a landing
on the coast of Troy, in spite of the opposition of Hector and
^Eneas; for Protesilaiis devoted himself to death for the Greeks,
and sprang first on the Trojan shore. Even Cycnus, the mighty
son of Poseidon, who was king of Colonae in Troas, and came to
the assistance of the Trojans, was unable to stem the advance of
the Greeks; and his body being invulnerable, he was strangled
by Achilles by means of a thong twisted round his neck.

After the Greeks had made a station for their ships, the war
began in earnest. Several of their attacks on the town having
been successfully repelled by the Trojans, the Greeks now con-
fined themselves to making inroads and plundering excursions
into the surrounding country, in which Achilles was always the
most prominent actor. The first nine years of the war were by
no means fruitful in important events, and the wearisome
monotony of the siege was broken only by the single combat
between Achilles and Troilus, the youngest son of Priam, in
which Troilus was slain, and by the fall of Palamedes of Eubcea,
the head of the Greek peace-party, which was brought about by
the treachery of Odysseus. At length, in the tenth year of the
war, a quarrel broke out between Achilles and Agamemnon
respecting a female slave who had been taken captive, and gave
for the time quite another aspect to affairs. It is at this point